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Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

Greetings everyone. This is Laurynn Evans the superintendent of the North Kitsap School District. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

I want to begin by saying thank you. This past year has presented enormous challenges for everyone in 
our community, and by banding together we have persevered and have come forward better together. 
The last two weeks we've been able to have our students back in school from grades kindergarten 
through 12th grade, and it has been fabulous to see students and staff back in the hallways of our 
schools again. I'm so proud of our students and our staff for the way that they have handled the return 
to school. Everyone is playing by the new protocols and procedures and great teaching and learning is 
happening every day in our schools. This happened because of our following the mantra of think big, 
start small and go slow. I realized that sometimes by moving slow it's a little frustrating and it has 
definitely taken us some time to find the procedures and protocols to safely implement a return to in-
person learning. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

However, because of our slow and steady progress and our slow and steady approach, we have had zero 
transmission rates of COVID in our schools, which means that the procedures and protocols that we 
have stood up are working. And so while I know it has been a slow process, it has been a very successful 
one and we're going to learn from our process and the way that we have handled things to date, which 
is to continue moving slowly and steadily forward. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

We are currently setting our sights on the fall and getting ready to start the 2021, 2022 school year. And 
what I would like to let you know is that we are committed to bringing students back full-time in person 
in the fall. It is going to look a little different than pre pandemic times, however, we will be looking at 
having students in for a full schedule each and every day once we get back in the fall months. This is due 
in large part to change in the CDC guidance and from a proclamation made by Governor Inslee that is 
changing the social distancing parameters in schools to three feet, but it's not three feet everywhere. 
There are some exceptions. Chiefly, adults in the school still need to stay six feet apart from students, 
we cannot congregate closer than six feet to one another in common areas, certain classes like band, 
choir, and PE still have a six foot social distancing requirement. And the big one for us is our lunchroom, 
when students are eating and drinking they must stay six feet apart. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

This presents some significant challenges as we plan for the fall, and we have to factor all of these 
different parameters into our planning. So we are starting now so that we can be prepared for the fall 
and we are very excited to welcome back all of our students for full-time in person learning. Again, we 
will be staying slow and steady. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

And that brings me to this year, while the CDC and the governor has said that we could change our social 
distancing parameters right now, we are going to stay with the six foot social distancing parameters 
through the end of this current school year. Chiefly, we have several limitations and several challenges 
that are going to necessitate this. First and most important is that we now have our students and 
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families in a routine. We've just started secondary students back last week and we want to continue the 
progress and growth that our families are having with this new schedule. Secondly, we stood up our 
hybrid schedule based on the presumption that the entire year would remain the same. We are not able 
to change transportation routing and staffing models in order to accommodate a change to having all 
students back full time very quickly. And again, we have several challenges like our lunchroom, we still 
have to keep students six feet apart. And right now we don't have a quick fix in order to have all of our 
students back on campus and still maintain six feet of social distancing in the cafeteria. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

I want to let you know that now so that you can plan. So just to recap, we're going to be looking to have 
all of our students back for regular schedule in the fall. And for now, for the remainder of this year, we 
are going to stick with the schedule that is working at this current point in time. We'll commit to 
providing weekly updates as we round the bend to May in June, so that you can plan for those 
celebrations at the end of the year with your students. We commit to staying the course for this year, 
we will be planning for the fall and most important we're going to stay nimble, because if there's one 
thing we have learned during COVID it's that nothing stays the same for very long. We will continue to 
keep you informed. And again, I so appreciate your patience, your support, and your encouragement of 
our work. And I appreciate your support of our students as they have adapted to a new model of in-
person learning. 

Dr. Laurynn Evans: 

I also want to thank our staff for their tireless efforts on behalf of students. And I want to thank our 
parents for supporting their kids as they've come back to school. Thank you to our community for 
everything you've done for us. And we will continue to work together. We've said it before, and we'll say 
it again together. We got this. Thank you for your support. 
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